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ABSTRACT

The discourse on nation-building is primarily ideological and differs according to context. The present research
intends to study the contemporary discousse on Ethnic nationalism produced within Tamil Nadu. It focuses on
the ideological discourse of Seeman and employs the ideological discourse analysis model of Teun A van Dijk.
Dijk’s ideological discourse analysis model contributes to finding the position that Seeman’s Tamil nationalism
occupies, Further, the present research seeks to locate its position within the sociopolitical milieu of Tamil
Nadu by critically analysing three cases: the pro-Jallikaftu protest (2017), the Salem-Chennai Greenfield
Highway protest (2018) and the Language Issue over the Consecration of Thanjavur Brihadeeswara Temple
(2020), and the Assembly election results of 2016 and 202 1. Besides, the research intends to determine how far
Seemanism fits within the theoretical framework of Anthony D. Smith’s three processes of ethnonational

transformation,

The three processes are vernacular mobilisation, cultural politicisation of vernacular heritage and ethnic
purification. Vernacular mobilisation has underpinned to figure out how the ideological discourse is striving to
disseminate the knowledge of ethnic sources. The second process of ethnonational transformation explores how
the ideological discourse influences the sentiments of Tamils by exhibiting the iconic figures present in Tamil
history. The final process of ethnonational transformation is ethnic purification, which enumerates notions such
as returning to the ethnic culture, preserving the ethnic culture and so on. This process has fostered to determine
how the ideological discourse is strengthening the roots of indigenous people and trivialising the prominence
of *others’. The theoretical lramework has underpinned to argue that Seemanism is striving to reconstruct an
ethnic nation for Tamils by reintroducing the ethnic sources, politicising the ethno-historical characters, and
cleansing the culture and homeland,
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